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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 ROME 06709 261626Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

261722Z 126640/53 

P 261610Z APR 77 

FM AMEMBASSY ROME 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 4182 

SECRET ROME 6709 

EXDIS 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY HARTMAN FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: XGDS 
TAGS: PINT, PFOR, IT 

SUBJECT: INFORMAL REQUEST FOR MEETING BETWEEN PRISIDENTS 
CARTER AND LEONE 

INDIVIDUAL KNOW TO BE CLOSE TO PRESIDENT LEONE (BUT 
WITHOUT OFFICIAL POSTION) HAS INFORMALLY APPROACHED 
EMBASSY TO SAY THAT PRESIDENT LEONE VERY MCUH WANTS AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH PRESIDENT CARTER WHILE THE 
LATTER IS IN EUROPE FOR THE LONDON SUMMIT. THE SUGGESTION 
IS THAT A PRIVATE MEETING BE ARRANGED BETWEEN THE TWO 
PRESIDENTS DURING PRISDENT CARTER'S VISIT TO GENEVA 
ON MAY 9. WE WOULD NOT BE SURPRISED IF A SIMILAR 
PROPOSAL IS MADE TO YOU OR OTHERS IN WASHINGTON. WE 
HAVE FIRMLY DISCOURAGED THE APPROACH HERE, SAYING THAT 
IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO ARRANGE SUCH A MEETING AT THIS 
LATE DATE. GARDNER 


SECRET 
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